


Consider the following questions:
- Do all of the teachers, director and/or family child care providers hold current CPR and first aid training
certificates?
Do the teachers and children practice safe hygiene?
What is the program’s sick care policy?
Are there any pets in the facility? If so, are they safely removed from children and clean?
Is positive ID required for all adults who drop off and pick up children at the facility?
Are all toys and objects children/babies put in their mouths washed daily?
Are all weapons, sharp objects and chemicals kept securely out of children’s sight and reach?

If there is a pool outside, is there a fence (at least 5 ft. high) with a gate that is always locked when not in
use?

Philosophy of the Program

Each early care and education program develops a philosophy of its own, based on the type of program,
director/owner, and the teaching staff. Questions to consider include:

What is the discipline policy? Is it consistent with your own approach?

How do the teachers/provider handle toilet training? Is it consistent with your own approach?

Is social expression and interaction between children encouraged?

Is the program child-oriented with a wide assortment of age-appropriate materials that encourage learning?
Is the teacher/provider attentive and nurturing to each child?

Family Involvement

Quality early care and education programs encourage a parent/guardian’s involvement in their child’s early
care and education experience. Open communication between families and the director/teacher/provider is an
essential key to a quality early care and education experience for both the child and the family.

Open communication includes the following:
- A warm, welcome environment
Daily feedback about your child’s day
Addressing needs and concerns as they arise
Time to meet during the year to discuss your child’s progress
Parent/guardian allowed to visit their child anytime

Adult: Child Ratios and Group Size

Adult:child ratio refers to the number of adults responsible for a certain number of children at any one time. A
1:6 ratio for 1-year-olds means one adult supervises no more than six 1-year-olds at one time. A 2:12 ratio
would mean that at least two adults are required at any one time to supervise up to 12 1-year-olds.

Research has shown that higher ratios (more adults per child) are one of the indicators of quality care.
Common sense will tell you that one adult can care for four 1-year-olds with more individual attention than if
she was responsible for eight 1-year-olds. The younger the age group, the higher the ratio should be.

Group size refers to the total number of children in one space (center classroom or family early care and
education home) at one time. The younger the children, the smaller the group size should be. Studies have
shown that even high ratios cannot compensate for the negative effects of too many children in one space at
one time.

Adapted from Beansprout 2002




