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Voluntary Pre-kindergarten (VPK)  
 
 

The Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Program 
 

The History of VPK: 
November 2002 a constitutional amendment was passed by Florida’s voters requiring that 
voluntary prekindergarten programs be available for all four–year-old children by fall 2005.  The 
program was designed to prepare four-year-old children for kindergarten, build the foundations 
for the educational success and to be provided at no cost to the parents.  This program is 
voluntary for children, families and providers.      
 
Program Eligibility, Application and Enrollment Process: 
The VPK program policies require that each child must be at the age of 4 on or before September 
1 of the school year and be a Florida resident to be eligible for the Voluntary Prekindergarten 
Education Program during that school year. The child remains eligible until the beginning of the 
school year for which the child is eligible for admission to kindergarten in a public school or 
until the child is admitted to kindergarten, whichever occurs first. 
 
The parent of each child may enroll the child in one of the following programs: 
 
(a) A school year program delivered by a private prekindergarten provider or a public 
     school; or  
 
(b) A summer prekindergarten program delivered by a public school or private 
     prekindergarten provider. 
 
Each parent enrolling a child in the VPK program must complete and submit an application to 
Coordinated Child Care of Pinellas Inc (CCC). who is the service provider for the Pinellas 
County VPK program through the Early Learning Coalition of Pinellas. The application 
submitted must be on form AWI VPK 01, as prescribed by the Agency for Workforce Innovation 
(AWI), and must be accompanied by a certified copy of the child’s birth certificate and proof of 
Florida residency. Alternative methods for submitting proof of the child’s age, in lieu of a 
certified copy of the child’s birth certificate, have been established. Parents may obtain the 
application via CCC website, from any CCC office or by calling any CCC office to request that 
an application be mailed to them. The completed VPK application can be brought to one of the 
CCC offices or the application can be completed at any CCC office on-site. Parents must meet 
with a CCC staff person to complete the application process to help reduce the possibility of 
confusion, inappropriate enrollments, and even fraud.  
 
When the application process is complete, the parent receives a profile of every private 
prekindergarten provider and public school delivering the program or within their geographical 
area(s) of interest within Pinellas County. The profiles include information such as providers’ or 
schools’ curriculum, instructor credentials, instructor to student ratio and hours of operation. The 
parent then receives a Certificate of Eligibility that the parent presents to the VPK provider of 
their choice.   
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CCC offers VPK parents all the same Resource and Referral services that are offered to other 
families seeking the best placement for their child. A parent is encouraged to visit and interview 
several potential sites.  A parent is also advised to review the Child Care Licensing records.  
Parents are supplied with tools such as “A Family Guide” and “The Quality Guide” to assist 
them in their search for the best placement. 
 
VPK Child Enrollment Data: 
 

Table 1 
Unduplicated VPK Children Served 2006-2007 

Including Fall 06 and Summer 07 Sessions 
Number of Children Served 5,207 

 
Table 2 

Unduplicated VPK Children Served 2007-2008 

Number of Children Served 5,364 
 

Table 3 
Unduplicated VPK Children Served 2008-2009 

Number of Children Served 6,026 
 
VPK Provider Participation Information: 
 
The Provider Services department of CCC is responsible for the review and approval of all VPK 
provider applications. The AWI VPK-10 and AWI VPK-11 forms are submitted and reviewed 
for completion and accuracy. Provider licensing is verified through the Florida Department of 
Children and Families website. Non-licensed exempt sites must be accredited. This is verified 
through copies of certificates of accreditation.  
 
Additionally supporting documentation for both lead and secondary instructors are reviewed for 
accuracy and completion.  This documentation includes:    

 Educational level (i.e. High School/GED, CDA/CDAE (now FCCPC), AA/AS, BA/BS) 
via documents submitted or verification on the www.myflorida.com website; 

 Background screening conducted within the past 5 years (local law enforcement, Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement, and Federal Bureau of Investigation);  

 Completion of the Attestation of Good Moral Character, signed within the past year; 
 Previous work history (i.e. application, reference checks); and  
 The 5.0 hours Emergent Literacy for VPK Instructors course is required for Lead teachers 

with a CDA/CDAE (FCCP), as verified by copies of certificates or information contained 
on www.myflorida.com.  

 
Once the VPK-10 and VPK-11 forms are completed, including all supporting documentation, 
staff sign off and forward a copy to Child Care Resource & Referral where the provider profile is 
created and posted on the (CCC) web site (www.childcarepinellas.org) as well as listed in the 
CCR&R databases for the generation of referral lists for families.  
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VPK Provider Participation Data 

Table 4 
2006-2007 VPK Provider Information 

Number of Providers Number of Classrooms Total Capacity 
232 412 6,055 

 
Table 5 

2007-2008 VPK Provider Information 
Number of Providers Number of Classrooms Total Capacity 

251 425 6,003 
 

Table 6 
2008-2009 VPK Provider Information 

As of January 2009

Number of Providers Number of Classrooms Total Capacity 
254 424 6,126 

 
 
Community Outreach and Public Awareness Efforts:   
Outreach and enrollment of eligible children for both school year and summer Voluntary 
Prekindergarten Education (VPK) programs is a continuous and multi-dimensioned effort.  The 
importance of 4-year old children being prepared for success upon entering kindergarten is a 
value shared by the entire community.  The following methods have been used to enhance the 
community awareness of the VPK program. 
 

 Use of the mass media to spread the information about VPK; 
 Distribution of 28,000  flyers  in elementary school children’s backpacks; 
 Distribution of post cards and other informational material to pediatricians, child care 

providers, Health Department, hospitals, and library offices and other locations; 
 Articles in the various social service agencies newsletters 
 Collaboration with the interfaith coalition called Faith and Action Strength Together 

(F.A.S.T.) for distributing informational materials; 
 Mass communication broadcasts to all public school children’s parents; 
 Participation at community and business events; 
 Website pages dedicated to the VPK program (including links to additional information); 
 Networking with other community agencies; 
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County 
Section

Prnt L 
Res Zip

Mid - Gulf To Bay South to Park Blvd 33716
93Total by Zip

33760
104Total by Zip

33762
28Total by Zip

33764
146Total by Zip

33770
141Total by Zip

33771
140Total by Zip

33772
144Total by Zip

33773
121Total by Zip

33774
106Total by Zip

33776
97Total by Zip

33777
134Total by Zip

33778
99Total by Zip

33782
150Total by Zip

33785
21Total by Zip

33786
8Total by Zip

Total by County Section 1532

North - North of Gulf To Bay 33755
145Total by Zip

33756
189Total by Zip

33759
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County 
Section

Prnt L 
Res Zip

126Total by Zip

33761
93Total by Zip

33763
77Total by Zip

33765
104Total by Zip

33767
20Total by Zip

34677
148Total by Zip

34681
8Total by Zip

34683
218Total by Zip

34684
149Total by Zip

34685
104Total by Zip

34688
34Total by Zip

34689
172Total by Zip

34690
14Total by Zip

34691
31Total by Zip

34695
122Total by Zip

34698
206Total by Zip

Total by County Section 1960

Other County Applicants 33556
22Total by Zip

33558
1Total by Zip
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County 
Section

Prnt L 
Res Zip

Other County Applicants 33611
1Total by Zip

33612
1Total by Zip

33624
3Total by Zip

33625
5Total by Zip

33626
49Total by Zip

33635
15Total by Zip

34219
4Total by Zip

34652
9Total by Zip

34653
6Total by Zip

34654
4Total by Zip

34655
62Total by Zip

34668
4Total by Zip

34669
2Total by Zip

Total by County Section 188

South - South of Park Blvd 33701
51Total by Zip

33702
178Total by Zip

33703
167Total by Zip

33704
110Total by Zip

33705
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County 
Section

Prnt L 
Res Zip

166Total by Zip

33706
45Total by Zip

33707
116Total by Zip

33708
77Total by Zip

33709
167Total by Zip

33710
219Total by Zip

33711
107Total by Zip

33712
198Total by Zip

33713
213Total by Zip

33714
130Total by Zip

33715
15Total by Zip

33781
183Total by Zip

Total by County Section 2142

33545
1Total by Zip

33559
1Total by Zip

33569
1Total by Zip

33578
2Total by Zip

33579
2Total by Zip

33584
1Total by Zip
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County 
Section

Prnt L 
Res Zip

33594
1Total by Zip

33614
1Total by Zip

33615
3Total by Zip

33616
1Total by Zip

33617
1Total by Zip

33647
1Total by Zip

33757
1Total by Zip

33769
1Total by Zip

33789
1Total by Zip

34205
1Total by Zip

34210
1Total by Zip

34606
1Total by Zip

34609
1Total by Zip

34639
2Total by Zip

34660
2Total by Zip

34667
3Total by Zip

Total by County Section 30

5852Total Count for Report
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